
The Case Study of Martin 
Fambro

Tracing Your Family History back through Slavery



About Me

My name is Allison Kotter and I am 
a professional genealogist who is 
pursuing accreditation in the 
Southeast United States. I do client 
work for people with Southern 
ancestry and try to help them 
overcome the multiple challenges 
that can arise in Southern family 
history. This often includes 
African-American Genealogy and 
slavery research.

I am also a mom to three little 
people who are very crazy and 
very cute.



The FamilySearch Research Wiki has a 
page titled “Researching African 

American Genealogy” that contains 
seven steps to get you started on your 
family history. This case study follows 

these steps. It also uses tips found in the 
Wiki page “Quick Guide to African 

American Research”



Step One: Start with Yourself

“Identify what you already know. Start with yourself and work backward 
in time by filling in as much information as you can, by memory, on a 
pedigree chart. Try to fill out full names (including maiden names for 

women), relationships, and dates and locations for births, marriages, and 
deaths.”



My client for this project was Kathryn Miller. She has given me permission to use her name and 
family history for this presentation. Kathryn knew back to her great-grandparents for most lines 
and needed help identifying her great-great grandparents and their stories. This can easily be 
done on Ancestry.com or FamilySearch.org.



Step Two: Gather Family Information

“Gather home sources (birth certificates, marriage licenses, deeds, etc.) and family information. 
Look in the homes of parents, grandparents, and other relatives. Gather records that show 
family names; dates of birth, marriage, and death; places; or relationships. Older relatives will 
likely have more records and information than others.
Records may include:

● Bibles
● Newspaper clippings
● Birth, marriage, death certificates
● Diaries
● Letters
● Scrapbooks

Also look at compiled sources for any information about the family.”



Step Three: Interview Your Relatives

“Interview relatives, both those who live nearby and those who live faraway. Interview them either by phone or in person. Make 
sure to interview the eldest living relatives; their knowledge can often fill in gaps when records become scarce.
When conducting oral interviews:

● Set up appointment (by phone for those who live far away and in person for those who live near).
● Prepare questions beforehand.
● Record the interview (ask for permission beforehand).
● Write down notes afterwards.
● Compare memories between relatives.
● Fill out family group sheets to organize ancestors according to the information learned.

Topics to cover in interviews:

● When and where things happened. Location is key in genealogical research.
● Relationships
● Names (including maiden names, nicknames, spellings, etc.)

Be aware of sensitive topics for the interviewee.”



Before contacting me, 
Kathryn had done a ton of 
work to gather family 
information on her 
ancestors. One of the most 
important things she had 
collected was a seven page 
letter from her great-aunt 
who had written down 
everything she knew about 
their family history. This 
was an extremely important 
step in getting started on 
researching the family.



Step Four: Write for Copies of Records 
(Look at the Original Record)

“With the information learned from the records found and interviews conducted, obtain copies of more 
records. These records will help prove relationships and extend the family line further. Some may be online, 
but others may need to be ordered from county courthouses or state vital records offices.

Such records include:

● Birth, death, marriage, divorce

● Courthouse Information

● Land/probate deeds, conveyances, affidavit of heirship, guardianship

● Tax records (includes slave information)

● Voter registration

● Social security administration”

I like to start by seeing general FamilySearch/Ancestry hints and looking at those original records 



Using the information gathered in the past few steps, Kathryn had learned that her great-great 
grandparents were named Martin Famber and Frances Collier. Using hints on Ancestry  and 
FamilySearch.org, we were able to use documentation to confirm Kathryn’s ancestry back to 
Martin Famber and Frances Collier.

“Georgia, U.S., Marriage Records From Select Counties, 1828-1978”, D. L. Smith & Mary M. Fambro, 21 
December 1890, Whitfield County, Georgia; database with images, Ancestry (http://www.ancestry.com : 
accessed 25 July 2022), image 181 of 251.

1880 U.S. Census, Finchers, Whitfield, Georgia, 
population schedule, Enumeration District 197, sheet 
104C, dwelling 18, family 18, entry for Mary Fambro 
household; digital image, Ancestry 
(http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 25 July 2022); 
citing FHL microfilm 1254171.



Tips for Determining if the Hint is for 
the Right Person

● Dates

● Relationships

● Places



Step Five: Follow Up on Death Record Clues

● Legal name of descendant

● Marital status

● Parent(s) names(s)

● Parent’s birthplaces

● Date and place of birth and death

● Who verified death

● Funeral home that handled remains

● Cemetery

● Verification of social security number

● Make sure you look at the informant of the death certificate.

● Order any death certificates you don’t have.



Death Certificates for the Children of Martin Famber and 
Frances Collier



“Georgia, U.S., Death 
Records, 1914-1940”, John 
Fambro, (1862-23 December 
1938), Dalton, Whitfield, 
Georgia; database with 
images, Ancestry 
(http://www.ancestry.com : 
accessed 25 July 2022).



“Pennsylvania, U.S., Death 
Records, 1906-1968”, 
Hezekiah Famber, (1883-11 
October 1930), Pittsburgh, 
Allegheny, Pennsylvania; 
database with images, 
Ancestry 
(http://www.ancestry.com : 
accessed 25 July 2022).



Step Six: Search the Census

“Federal census records are taken every ten years and are available from 1790 through 1940. Only the head of household was listed 
from 1790 to 1840. Starting in 1850, every member of the household was listed. Starting in 1880, relationships to the head of household 
were added. The 1870 census is the first one in which all African Americans were listed. Some state census records are also available 
depending on the state.

Census records usually list:

● Name, age, race

● Relationship to head of household

● Occupation

● House number

● Literacy

● Military experience

● Home/farm ownership

● Value of property

● Birthplace

● Birthplace of Parents

Begin searching with the name of a person you know who would have been included in the 1940 census. If you have trouble finding the 
person, look for siblings, cousins, aunts and uncles. Most families lived only a few doors from each other.”



Census Records for Martin Fambro

Name Year Place Birth Year Birthplace Father’s 
Birthplace

Mother’s 
Birthplace

Martin 
Fambro

1870 Dalton, GA 1835 SC ------------- --------------

Martin 
Fambro

1880 Dalton, GA 1832 SC Ireland SC

Martin 
Fambro

1900 Dalton, GA 1830 SC SC SC



Step Seven: Search State and County Records

“In many cases, state and county records are the best sources for finding information. Most states and 
counties have an archives office. Many of these records are online, but some may only be accessible at 
the archives.
State and county records may include:

● State censuses
● Church records
● Cemetery records
● Vital records
● Land and property records
● Narratives, histories
● Directories
● Voter registration cards
● Tax lists (this is important for slavery research)
● Wills and probate
● Criminal and civil proceedings”

Use tips from the previous steps to direct you here.



"Eastern Cherokee applications, 
august 29, 2906 - May 26, 1909", 
entry for John Fambro, 14 August 
1907, Dalton, Whitfield, Georgia, 
application #34163; database 
with images, FamilySearch.org 
(http://www.familysearch.org : 
accessed 26 August 2022), image 
494-499; citing FHL microfilm 
#007153874.



Making the Slave Connection

“You must first identify the slave owner, and then study the owner’s records 
for clues to your family. Correctly identifying your ancestor in slave records is 
difficult. Even professional researchers are successful only about 50 percent of 
the time.

Keep in mind that only about 15 percent of former slaves took their 
last slave owner’s surname. Some took the surname of people they 
admired, such as Lincoln or Washington, and some took a surname they had 
been using for many years without the knowledge of the slave owner.”



Search the 1860 
Census and 1860 
Slave Schedule 

for your 
ancestor’s 
surname.

1860 U.S. Census, Upson County, Georgia, slave schedule, 
District 470, page 39 (penned), page 289 (stamped), line 
6-36, entry for Nancy Holloway, E. H. Holloway, E. W. 
Holloway; digital image, FamilySearch.org 
(http://www.familysearch.org : accessed 9 August 2022); 
citing FHL microfilm #803153.

1860 U.S. Census, Upson County, Georgia, slave 
schedule, District 588, page 29 (penned), page 284 
(stamped), line 1-12, entry for M. N. Collier; digital image, 
FamilySearch.org (http://www.familysearch.org : 
accessed 9 August 2022); citing FHL microfilm 
#803153.



Another Way of Identifying the Slave Owner

“If the sources listed above do not help you identify a slave owner, try the following 
technique:

1. Find your family on the 1870 census.
2. Make a list of every family with property on the 10 pages before and 10 pages 

after your ancestor. Add your ancestor’s surname to this list if it is not already 
there.

3. Act as if each family name on the list was the name of the former slave owner. 
Use the records listed under Search Records of Slaves. As you use the records 
you will start eliminating some names, and others will look more promising.

4. If you don’t find a match, try to find out if the family moved from a different 
location. If so, repeat this process as you check the census records for the 
other location.”



Searching Records for Slaves

“1. Study the life and records of the slave owner and his family. Your ancestor’s life was inseparably connected with the slave owner. 
Your ancestor will be listed in records of the slave owner’s property.

2. Look for the slave owner’s name in:

● Federal census schedules, 1850 and 1860. Slave schedules give the age and sex of each slave. For information on 
using slave schedules, see: United States Census, Slave Schedule, 1850 - FamilySearch Historical Records and U.S. 
Census Slave Schedule, 1860 which each contain a section, How to Use the Collection.

● The 1850 and 1860 federal census mortality schedules. These give the names of slaves who died and the names of the 
slave owners.

● Tax records. These list slaves and their monetary value.
● Land and property records. Search for information about deeds, sales, mortgages, or rental transactions of slaves.
● Probate, estate, and chancery court records These show the distribution of slaves at the death of a slave owner.
● Plantation records. Account log books give the names of slaves, family relationships, and their assigned tasks. Some 

records give the slaves’ birth and death dates. They also record when a slave was bought, from whom, and for how 
much.

● Antebellum Southern Plantations from the Revolution through the Civil War, Frederick, Md.: University Publications of 
America, 1966.”



Could A. G. Fambro have enslaved Martin?

● Multiple possibilities for Martin in the 1860 slave schedule due to 
the large age range we have for Martin.

● Not in A.G. Fambro’s will since Martin was emancipated in 1865.
● Check Fambro deeds for transactions that would include slaves - 

found multiple deeds, but none mentioned slaves.
● Check newspaper notices for A. G. Fambro - no mention of 

slaves.
● Check newspaper notices in Upson County for a slave named 

Martin.



Newspaper Notice of 
Martin’s Sale

“Legal Advertisements (Notice),” Upson Pilot, 29 December 1860, page 5, column 3; digital images, Georgia Historic Newspapers: Galileo 
Project (http://www.gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu : accessed 24 August 2022).



Could Martha J. Holloway have sold 
Martin to A. G. Fambro? Deed Records

c

“Deeds and mortgages, 1825-1912; index to deeds and mortgages, 1825-1937,” Upson County, Georgia, Deeds and mortgages, v. H, 
1855-1864, page 664, entry Alvis Stafford to Allen G. Fambro, 25 November 1860; digitized microfilm images, FamilySearch.org 
(http://www.familysearch.org : accessed 25 August 2022), image number 347 of 418; citing FHL microfilm #008192477.



Could Martha J. Holloway have sold 
Martin to A. G. Fambro? Deed Records

“Deeds and mortgages, 1825-1912; index to deeds and mortgages, 1825-1937,” Upson County, Georgia, Deeds and mortgages, v. H, 1855-1864, page 
502, entry Robert Powell as trustee for Martha Holloway, 16 December 1859; digitized microfilm images, FamilySearch.org 
(http://www.familysearch.org : accessed 25 August 2022), image number 267 of 418; citing FHL microfilm #008192477.





When did Martha J. Holloway enslave 
Martin? Deed Records

“Deeds and mortgages, 1825-1912; index to deeds and mortgages, 1825-1937,” Upson County, Georgia, Deeds and mortgages, v. H, 1855-1864, page 
502, entry Robert Powell as trustee for Martha Holloway, 16 December 1859; digitized microfilm images, FamilySearch.org 
(http://www.familysearch.org : accessed 25 August 2022), image number 267 of 418; citing FHL microfilm #008192477.



When did John O. Holloway get 
Martin? Probate Records

“Wills, 1825-1915,” Upson County, Georgia, page 109-110, entry Edward Holloway, August 1850; digitized microfilm images, FamilySearch.org 
(http://www.familysearch.org : accessed 25 August 2022), image number 89 of 500; citing FHL microfilm #00282885.



I have located where Martin probably was enslaved in 1850 
- when he was about 12 years old. What next?

● Research the other people enslaved to Edward Holloway - could they be 
family members of Martin?
○ What this found was that they were actually family members of 

Martin’s wife, Frances Collier. This increases the likelihood that this is 
the correct Martin.

● Try to trace when and where Edward Holloway may have gotten Martin. 
Edward Holloway was originally from South Carolina - where Martin said 
he was born. In 1840, Edward Holloway’s brother, Caleb, died in South 
Carolina. I believe Martin was bought at this estate sale but I am still 
searching records for evidence of this.



Helpful Sources

● UGA’s historical newspaper project: 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/ 

● Georgia Archives (very good for historic maps of Georgia): 
https://vault.georgiaarchives.org/ 

● FamilySearch Catalog for your county of interest
● County histories for your county of interest

○ Try to find historians who have specifically researched slavery in this county. Many counties 
have African-American specific historical societies. These societies are incredibly helpful with 
researching.


